
Engaging young people in sustainable Urban 
Mobility 

Sustainable Mobility and Public Spaces, how can they contribute the youth? 

 



World Urban Forum 

• Who we are 

• Public Spaces and Urban Mobility 

• The case of Medellín and Bogotá 



Who is Carlos Moreno? 

• Colombian Economist with a MSc in Urban 
Policy, Mediation and Cities Government from 
the Urban Institute of Lyon, Lumiere Lyon II 
University in France. 

• Project Director of Despacio 

• Enthusiastic and firm believer that sustainable 
mobility is the future of our cities. 



Who is Despacio? 

• Promotion of sustainable transport, including travel 
demand management (TDM) instrument proposals 
for developing cities.  

• We have worked with international organizations 
such as ITDP, GIZ, CAF  among others. 

• We have supported various local, national and 
international organizations in the development of 
TDM and sustainable transport policies. 

• Courses of slow cities, healthy and effective 
companies, design of research projects and…  



Park(ing) day 



Slow bicycle race 



Picnic 



Public Spaces and Mobility 

• A public space is where social interaction 
and sense of community are held 

• Difficulties to obtain an efficient and 
economic transport mean as well as 
quality public space 

• Inability and an impossibility of travelling, 
mainly due to economic restrictions.  
 



• Private car as a “dream” and a factor of 
wellbeing and success in society, 

• Trips in developing cities are characterized by 
an increasing use of the car 

• Public transport declined 







Source: El Tiempo, 4 August, 2012 



Medellín and Bogotá 

• 2.393.011 inhabitants in Medellín 
 894.665 inhabitants are between 5 and 29 years old or 

37,38% 
 Total Metropolitan Area: 1.157 sqkm 
 Total Metropolitan Urban Area: 173 sqkm 

 

• 7.571.345 inhabitants in Bogotá 
 3.155.266 inhabitants are between 5 and 29 years old or 

41,67% 
 Total Area: 1.775 sqkm 
  Urban Area: 307 sqkm  

Source: DANE 



Bogotá 



FAST 
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Medellín 
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• Medellín has 
put forward 

a proposal to 
be the host 
city of the 

World Urban 
Forum 2014 



• The youth can be one of the most 
energetic sources in cities, but if they 
are unemployed they can become a 
social problem. There is need for 
good education, opportunities and 
public facilities 



 

N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 T

im
es

 

Carlos Moreno  

moreno@despacio.org  

Despacio.org 

Thanks! 
(ask for stickers and 

postcards) 


